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JOSH LAFOLLETTE 
Guest Contributor

Since she relocated to the 
Fargo-Moorhead area, author 
Kim Larson is always eager to 
return to Owatonna — and the 
upcoming release of her new 
book is the perfect occasion for 
a visit.

Larson’s second published 
picture book, “Doll Trouble,” 
is headed to stores on July 21. 
However, local children will get 
an early look at the book this 
month, when the author visits 
Owatonna as part of her read-
ing tour of Minnesota schools. 
Described by Larson as a story 
about letting go of perfection-
ism, “Doll Trouble” follows a 
young girl whose beloved doll is 
run over by a lawnmower. While 
her damaged doll draws teasing 
from other children, the girl ulti-
mately learns an important les-
son.

Larson’s tour received fund-
ing from the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, allowing her to visit 
15 schools in Owatonna, Moor-
head and other communities. 
She will donate copies of the 
book to each school’s library. 
Larson previously made a sim-
ilar tour for her debut picture 
book, “Goat’s Boat Won’t Float,” 
in 2024, and she will visit many 
of the same schools this year. 

While American readers 
have to wait until July to buy 
the book, “Doll Trouble” has 

been on shelves in Europe since 
last spring. The book’s publish-
ing house, Clavis Publishing, 
is based in the Dutch-speak-
ing region of Belgium and spe-
cializes in Dutch-language 

children’s books. Larson said 
working with a translator was a 
unique experience. As a person 
who does not speak Dutch, she 
made some suggestions but ulti-
mately had to place her trust in 

the translator.
Now that years have passed 

since she started working on the 
book, she is eager for the Ameri-
can edition’s release.

“I’ve been anxiously waiting 

for this one to make it to the 
U.S.,” she said. 

Larson likened the book’s 
illustrations to the visual style 

TORN TOY, TENDER TALE
Homegrown author returning to Owatonna for launch of her new children’s book

BY JOSH LAFOLLETTE/JOSH.LAFOLLETTE@APGSOMN.COM

Author Kim Larson makes a classroom visit at Wilson Elementary in 2024. Larson is headed back to Owatonna with her second picture book 
“Doll Trouble,” which will be released July 21, as part of her tour of Minnesota schools. (File photo — Owatonna.com)
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of “James and the Giant 
Peach,” a movie she 
enjoyed with her sons 
when they were young.

“Doll Trouble” is 
inspired by experiences 
from Larson’s childhood. 
An admitted perfection-
ist, she grew up in Owa-
tonna as the oldest of five 
children. Sharing her toys 
with younger siblings, Lar-
son got used to seeing her 
dolls’ hair chopped off and 
their limbs snapped. At the 
time, it was “devastating.” 
With her book, she aims 
to help children accept 
and even appreciate things 
that are no longer perfect, 
something she only really 
learned as an adult.

Larson said her books 
do not necessarily start 
with a specific theme or 
message, although some-
times one emerges while 
she is writing.

“I like to write humor, so 
I’m not always looking for a 
message to take away. It just 
depends on the story, how 
it comes to me,” she said. 

During her school pre-
sentation, she shows 

children a photo of her 
favorite childhood doll and 
asks if they have had simi-
lar experiences with things 
they love being damaged. 
Larson noted her publisher 
had a different interpre-
tation of the story, seeing 
it as a story about accept-
ing other people’s imper-
fections.

“I hadn’t even looked at 
it that way. Like any book, 

you can have lots of dif-
ferent interpretations and 
takeaways from your own 
personal experience,” she 
said.

If nothing else, she 
hopes the book will make 
children think twice about 
playing around lawnmow-
ers. While her story fea-
tures a doll falling vic-
tim to the mower’s blade, 
its real-life inspiration is 

much grislier. Years ago, 
Larson’s cousin lost several 
toes to a lawnmower.

Larson said she plans to 
continue with picture books 
and has many ideas she is 
working on. She has written 
in other genres in the past, 
but she enjoys the brevity 
and lightness of children’s 
books and not having to put 
her characters through the 
same turmoil older readers 
often expect.

Plus, she is a big propo-
nent of childhood literacy.

“I was a reluctant reader 
growing up, so I always 
want to have something 
that’s kid-friendly, where I 
hope they’re going to con-
nect with it and want to 
read it,” Larson said.

During her school visits, 
she will teach children how 
to tell a story and hopefully 
spark an interest in not just 

reading but also writing.
Larson said the Owa-

tonna community has 

been “so supportive” of her 
writing, and she looks for-
ward to her visit.
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Kim Larson’s favorite childhood doll, pictured with her 
younger sister Elicia. Growing up the oldest of five, Larson 
got used to her toys being played with and damaged by 
her younger siblings. Those experiences helped inspire her 
upcoming book, “ Doll Trouble.” (Photo courtesy Kim Larson)

Kim Larson, originally from Owatonna, is now the author of 
two published picture books. (Photo courtesy Kim Larson)

LEARN MORE
To read more about Lar-
son’s upcoming book or 
order a copy, visit kima-
larson.com/books/doll-
trouble.


